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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
AS A CORE PRINCIPLE OF THE EU – UKRAINE SECTORAL COOPERATION 

The issue of sustainable development and achievement of the CSB is relevant in terms of the Association Agreement (AA) 

between Ukraine and the European Union (EU). Implementation of the AA, which is the deepest integrated document with a 

retained partner of the present, enables the use of opportunities for economic development and welfare growth, promotes 

investment in Ukraine, gives new impetus to the development of civil society, allows adhering to high environmental standards 

and procedures and reducing the risks of negative environmental impact. 

Sectoral cooperation with the European Union implies compliance with policy requirements, which in a globalized world 

must be developed considering the principles of sustainable development. The study also highlights the fact that in order to 

achieve sustainable development it is extremely important to harmonize three main elements: economic growth, social 

integration and environmental protection. These elements are interrelated, and they are all crucial to the well-being of 

individuals and societies. 

The Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) is part of the AA and provides Ukraine with opportunities to 

modernize its trade relations and economic development. The tools for this are the opening of markets through the 

elimination/gradual reduction of import duties, the provision of duty-free access under quotas, as well as the large-scale 

harmonization of Ukrainian laws, norms and standards with those in force in the EU in various sectors directly or indirectly 

related to trade. 

The implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals allows to maintain a balance between the goals of economic 

growth, socially responsible business, reduction of social inequality and ensuring environmental security in the country within 

the AA provisions. For Ukraine, European integration is defined by the overarching task of reforms, which allows not only to 

implement the political association and economic integration of Ukraine and the EU within the association, but also to 

determine the strategic course of the state to gain full membership in the European Union. 
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